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ABSTRACT 


Presented are the appendixes to the final evaluation 
report of Project Talented and Gifted--a 3-year project to develop a 
model for the identification of talented and gifted students (8-15 
years old), to develop programs for use with this population, and to 
develop a model for a regional school. Over 50 Ss participated in the 
project -- described as a 3-month institute to provide experiences in 
areas such as learning to use creative thinking and problem solving 
strategies in language arts, science and mathematics, and music. The 
bulk of the document consists of the individual test profiles of the 
first 136 intake Ss and controls. Also appended is a study of 
attitudes toward gifted child education involving 273 principals of 
schools in West Virginia having students in the 10-12 year age range, 
the results of which indicated positive attitudes toward the 
inception and improvement of programs; a questionnaire survey of Ss* 
reasons for dropping the program; and copies of the resource 
personnel evaluation sheet, coordinator evaluation questionnaire, and 
the student or parent observation inventory. (IM) 
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fame level tests. Therefore, all studenzs vers seubiaes together as a 
single group for the computation of stanine-, Tt was anticipated that 
12 year olds would nave higher stanines than 1G. but since selection 
was made within each age level, rhis vaule 0) sk ot oette consequence. 
Students were asked to choose an interes: ac ' ich they preferred 
to work and they were ajso te note a sesern. oie. These areas were. 
Language Arts, Sctores acd Mathomacios, o:1 buste and the related arts. 
Students were then divaded ingu Oo o-- caries Accoreéing to age and 
interest ( i.e., %) vear old: tr hesuigeArts, Y yecr olds in Language 
Arts, etc.) Fewer coleuses chose Musie tuan the other aress, so all 
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groups as evenly mitcicd as possible. 
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of the students tested, different leveisn af rests ware administered to 
different ages. Stanines were computad for each of the 5 age levels, 
Since these students vould have limited purc cis atiea in the Project 

' because of limited time, Denes, and facisitcas i: was decided not to 
request the students to pick interest areac. hus students were 
ranked from highest to lowest in crch age Ever gs o- oeding to their final 
everage stanine, The top 30 ¢ 2 sach Ope es “a then selected for 
the Pragram. No control group was seler.. ese students in 
eccordance with the atSiiin ti Ehe Teuton a explained in the Third 
Evaluation Report. 22 V4s fete . “SLcal aptitude should play a 
part in the selecttor of theese aiadenis, and ff + as decided that those 
scoring a stantne of 7 cx 2... on the Musical Aptitude Profile exhibited 
Outstanding aptitud.: fos wuor2 and this aeserve?l special consideration 
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APPENDIX 2 


Paner Prepared For the 2isr Annual. Convention of the Rational Association 


fot Gifted Children, St. Louis, Missouri, Lath “February, 1974. 


ATTITUDES OF WEST VIRGINIA PRIVC IPALS TOWARD 


GIFTED CHILD ELGCATIONU 


MARY SPANIOL GLASS 


Region II PACE Center of West Virginia 


It was the purpose of this study to obtain a census of attitudes 
toward gifted child education as expressed by the pene shee of Region IT 
of West Virginia having students in the 10-12 year age range. A sample 
survey of the attitudes of principals from other regions of West Virginia 
was.made with respect to the education of the gifted child. A eompapiael 
was also made of the attitudes of those principals who did not refer 


students to Project Talented and Gifted (an ESEA Title III project serving 


Region Ii) with: (1) those principals who referred students initially to 


“the program, and (2) those who referred students af.er two letters of 


inquiry and personal contact. Comparisons were also made of the attitudes © 
ef the principals in Region II with those of the entire etate of West 
Virginia. 

Studfes (Fox, 1971; Marland, 1971; Merrit, 1972; Raph, Goldberg, and 
Passow, 1966; Torrance, 1962) have indicated that the gifted are a dis- 
adyantaged group for they ace often denied a challenging and meaningful 
education which can lead to boredom, school dropouts, psychological and 
discipline problems, and a tramcnicus waste of potential. | 

There are some who feel that uifferential provisions for the gifted 
are undemocratic, but this would also deny existence for all special educa- 


tion programs. Furthermore, the County cf Los Angeles Superior Court 


. ruled (Case 822854) that every child should have the opportunity to learn 
to the best of his or her ability--the gifted child included. 

How is the need for special education being met? teaheyuic states 
have legislation to provide services for the talented and gifted, but many 
of these represent mere intent (Marland, 1971). <A survey (The State Survey) 
by the Office of Education revealed that only 24 states employed a staff 
member with a major responsibility toward the giftéd. Of these, only 10 
devoted 50% or more of their time to this program. Of 27 school systems 
chosen from a national sample for their model programs in providing for the 
exceptional learning needs of children, only five had programs for the 
gifted (Marland, 1971). NEA (NEA Research, 1973) polled a representative 
sample of the nation's teachers in 1961 and 1972, asking their opinion in 
the emphasis of education for the gifted, the average, and the slow learner. 
In 1961, 47.1% of the teachers felt there was too little emphasis on the 
gifted; in 1972, the figure was 46.5%, a relatively small change. 

To determine the standing of gifted child education a survey (A Survey 
of Leadership in Education of Gifted and Talented Children and Youth, 1971) 
was made of 239 experts in the field; the majority of these experts said 
that pupil personnel workers were nse equipped to work with the gifted. 
Eighty-five per cent suggested they be given added preparation, especially 
regarding gifted children and their needs. Only 3% of these experts felt 
that pupil personnel workers show positive attitudes toward the gifted; 

22% of them described negative attitudes, apathy or other concerns toward 
the gifted. Nearly all of them recngnised the need for inservice, prograns 
on the gifted for school administrators, for it is the administrators who 
influence teaching by their attitudes and decisions. 
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students, it is yecessary to have administrative support. 
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{t would pryvide motivational fectors; and Lt would srevide special help 


for gifted students without horting or neglecting the nen-gifted studentra. 
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nusher of this group to report they had no gifted children. However, 


apparenti, 227.4% of these crincipais did have gifted students in their 
schools. Since the attitudes of the three groups indicated by the question- 


conclude that the questicnnaire failed to discover why thcse principals 
with gifted chilcren did not recommend them. No significant difference 
was found in the number of principals who said they had no gifted children 
in their schools in the region (13 or 12%) and outside the region (4 or 
6.9%). These appear to be more realistic figures than the one obtained 
in 1970 by the nationwide survey conducted by the U.S. Cffice of Education 
where 57.5% of the school administrators stated they had no gifted children 
in their schools. 
Those expressing a desire for a teacher or principal inservice program 

the gifted child (question 8) included Groups I (36 or 52.9%), II (16 or 
69.6%0, and III (11 or 64.7%). However, there was no significant difference 
among the responses made by the three groups. Collectively 63 or 58.3% of the 


principais of Region II desired an inservice prog spam as compared with 23 
Pp Pp & & : 


or 29.7% of the principals from other regions. The beginning of a federal 


project in 1973 for the gifted child in Region II (Project Talented and 


Gifted) may well have spurred both an interest and a need for knowledge 
in the identificaticn and education of the gifted child in the principals 
of that region. It appeared that abcut half of the principals of West 


Virginia felt the need for inservice programs or the gifted, a need that 


has been recognized by experts on the gifted at the national level. 


9 Ba 
ERIC 278 


FullText Provided by ERIC 


a 


udents 


s** 


Sy 
i] 


TABLE 
Vunber tnd Pareent of Fosdtlve hey dasws te 
Questlonndire on Attitudes of Princip: 
(60.95 Qua sti onaipas 


lotiioncd) 


—= Suan ia ba 
Un: 2 : 33) 


piss Sg rs ee 


) i 
21,73 a a 7 ‘ a ; ue 
| 
deo pefar pert tine ragioal school, 4 fi mn ; i 
30.9% 39.1" 23,54 ee are 
2. Prefer assistance in aiving indivi- 4] 13 I ; 68 Me 
auslived tnetrugtion within pwmlar 603% Sher Oh | the ee 
ha 
4. hediew: needs oF gifted child aLecady 0 ‘ 4 ; 
mat in el seca, 2.95 0.04 09 Ley bot 
5. thy not helleve in special treatment 0 y 0 ( 
pay 4 ted, 0.05 N05 9 0.8) Ne 
6. Jeliew alfted child dose not nead ( 0 ) ‘| 
edt I 0.0% 0.0% Wh , , Les 
T,daytone aisteg ahildeen tn thedr Wi [3 an b i 
whol. 17,65 HN, 44 le .0; ie 


8. Desire inservice progyan on gifted 3h 1b l} bas 2a 
noe 62.9% 69.05 BIT 68.3% eee 


Ne 


[hs Grriyp 1 = Region I principals that 
suliitted no referrals to Project 
Tylented and Gifted, 
men U-Fegion {1 principals that 

st tted initial referrals, 

* oleParicn [] peluelpals 
wad yeieopala after two 
ne an‘l personal contact. 


that 


Chi-square test of signif iranec | 
with df=? was used, | 
| 
| 


Wignificant at the .05 level, 


Chisteuane test of 
eurmificence with d?a] 


wey bes, 


rie 05 level, 


wee ee ee 


282 


ERIC 


FullText Provided by ERIC 


iversity . 


ia Uni 


* 


é, Columb 


Fe 


A 
rer 


Nea 


=+ 
r 
é 


iat? 


= 


A eenes 
ee ee ee 


er For 


297 


Educati 


7" 
+ 


land, 5.P., J 


varal 


Fo 


OE 


( 


ation 


fal 


| 


ae 


FullText Provided by ERIC 


wai 


Prentice= 


o.. 
ERIC 


FullText Provided by ERIC. 


ADDENDUM 


Ch 


The study entitled "Attitudes of West Virginia Principals Towar 
_ the Education of the Gifted Child" was completed while questionnaires 
were still being returned. This was done in — to provide data 

for presentation at the national convention of the National Association 


for Gifted Students. 


Following the convention, the additional seventeen returns were 
analyzed and added to those found in Table I. The final data was 
entered into Table III. This data was obtained from 183 principals, 
representing 66.7% of the number questioned. Thre were ne signifi- 
cant changes in the responses tabulated in the final study as compared 


with those from the preliminary study. 


28) 


TABLE III 
Number and Percent of Positive Responses to 
Questionnaire on Attitudes of Principals Toward Gifted 
(66.7% Questionnaires Returned) 
} _ encanto and Percent of Positive Responses 
Group I ty IT Group TT Combined (Kegion II) Rest of W.Va, 
wa) nett) (neue) (v8) (ng) 


‘L, Prefer full-tine regtonal schoo) for 
plfted, 


23 6 5 3h 14 
29,53 22,28 27,08 27,64 23,98 
2, Prefer part-time regional school. 25 1 \ 40 20 
32,15 40.78 22,24 42,54 43, 34 


4, Prefer assistance in giving indivi 
— dualized instruction within regular 
school, 


mM 1y 12 7 85 
57,74 51,98 66.74 57,74 58,38 


Hy Eelieve needs of gifted child already 0 3 

met in classroom, 3,9 0,04 0,08 2,49 5, of 
§, Do not believe in special treatnent 0 ) 0 0 0 

for gifted, 0.04 0,04 0.08 0,08 0,08 


6, Believe gifted child does not need 0 
extra help, 0.0% 1.74 

7, Have no gifted children in their 13 4 
schools. 64 


NOTE: Group I » Region II principals that 
submitted no referrals to Project 
Talented and Gifted. 

Group II-Region II principals that 
submitted initial referrals, 

Group ITT-Region IT principals that 
submitted referrals after two 


letters and personal contact, 


NOTE! Chi-square test of significance 
with dfs? was used. 


NOTE; Chi-square test of 
significance with dfs) 
Was used, 


Significant at the ,05 level, 


ASignificant at the .05 level, 
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Project Talented ana Sifted is an loi le Iil Project that was 
funded dn. 1973 £32 a chvee ofa Peries.: Cer "os of the project were to 


develop a model for the identificsiicn of talented and gifted children, to 
develop modzi prograns to be used wein taluced and gifted children, and to 


develop a model for a regional schsol far tha talented and gifted during 


the final year of the project. 


= 


After development of the identification medel. several hundred children 
who had been referred to the project by their school principals were 
screened threugh the use of tha model. After the screening process was 
completed, experimental and control groups of SO children each were set up 
and actual work with the children was ready co hegin 

The members of the experimental group t .. -Llowed to attend sessions 
that were conducted on various Sat urdays duiiu, the school year, sessions 
conducted during tho scner, and sessises conducted on one day every two 
weeks when they ture to be allowed rclease time from school in order to 
attend, The merbers of the contre: group were invited to attend two large 
group activities such az ¢+ncterts or plays during each year of the project. 
In addition to tha «ct - s:2s already mentioned, members of both the experi- 


mental and contro] sroups were periodically retested and attempts were made 


to compare the results of the two groups. 


oc 
x 


STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Project TAG has relied on the voluntary attendance of members of the 
experimental group during the sessions that have been conducted. No 
grades or credit have been given and no penalties have been assessed for 
absences. This has had no effect on attendance for Saturday sessions, which 
has always been good, but attendance for the weekday sessions has not been 
as good as was expected. 

At the conclusion of the second year cf the project the number of 
children in the experimental group had been reduced to seventy-one-due to 
children moving out of the region. Before the first sessions of the third 
year of the project the number had been reduced to sixty-five due to more 
children leaving the region. At the first weekday session the third year 
- of the project there were twenty-four children in attendance out of the 
possible sixty-five. 

Since the variable involved in this experiment was the exper- 
dences that the children had while involved in Project TAG, it was essential 
that we found the reasons for non-attendance and that we tried to eliminate 
the reasons. If non-attendance continued to be a problem, then the validity 
of the experiment could have been seriously threatened. Because of this, 
it was decided that we needed to find out why the children in the experimental 
group were not attending the weekday sessions and that we could hopefully 


eliminate some of the problems and increase the attendance. 


INSTRUMENT USED 
Since there was no standard instrument available that would provide 


the desired information, a questionnaire was developed and mailed to the 


(2) 


o. 
ERIC. 


forty-one children who had failed to attend the first weekday session of 
the third year of the project. A copy of the questionnaire may be found 


at the conclusion of this paper. 


RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


Of the forty-one questionnaires that were mailed, twenty-six were 
returned to us with responses marked, one was returned with no responses 
marked, and fourteen were not returned at all. From the group of fourteen 
children who did not return the questionnaire, nine children began attending 
weekday sessions on the next scheduled meeting date. Six of the twenty~six 
children who responded to the questionnaire indicated that they did plan to 
attend the weekday sessions in the future. This brought the total number 
of chiidren who were active in the weekday sessions to thirty-nine which 
meant that sixty percent of the children in the experimental group were 
attending the weekday sessions. 

Of the nineteen responses that indicated that the child would not be 
attending weekday sessions, a variety of reasons for non-attendance was 
imdicated. Eight children (42%) of those responding indicated that they 
would not be attending because of conflicts with school activities. Seven 
children (37%) of those responding indicated that they would not be attending 


because they preferred to attend classes at school. Four children (26%) of 


sponding indicated that they would not be attending because of problems in 
making up work that was missed while attending classes at the PACE Center. 
Fourteen children (74%) of those responding checked more than one reason for 
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their decision to not attend the weekday sessions and no attempt has been 


made to tabulate the various combinations of responses that were received. 
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From the results of the questionnaire it was apparent that the two 
major reasons for the children failing to attend the weekday sessions were 


conflict with school activities and transportation difficulties, followed 


being excused from school to attend sessions at PACE and the problem of 
ehildren having difficulty in making up work missed while attending classes 


at PACE. 


ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS 

To solve the problem of conflict with school activities, an attempt 
was made to change the weekday sessions from Wednesday to another day 
during the week when there might be less conflict with activities at the 
children's home schools. After a staff meeting and after conferring with 
the PACE Board of Directors, it was decided that changing the day of the 
weekday sessions would create more new problems than would be solved by 
such a move and the weekday sessions were aliowed to continue as scheduled, 
on Wednesdays. 

Attempts were made to solve the problem of transportation difficulties 
by contacting the parents of the children and trying to establish car pools 
and by contacting the different county superintendents and trying to arrange 
transportation that would be funded by each county. Due to the low density 


of children within our region who were experiencing transportation difficulty, 
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Throughout the three years of the project we have tried to make the 
sessions as stimulating and as enjoyable as possible. This was done to 
insure that the children would prefer sessions at the PACE Center instead 
of preferring classes at school. Since some of the children still expressed 
a preference for classes at school, it was decided in a staff meeting that 
we would make no further attempts to convince these children to attend 
sessions here. 

To solve the problems of teacher resentment and difficulty in making 
up work missed while the children were attending sessions at the PACE Center 
several attempts were made to improve our relations with the teachers in 
the region. Teachers were invited to bbseece-seautens at the PACE Center, 


they were invited to attend different workshops and in~service programs, 


_ they were invited to an open house, they were invited to teach some of the 


. sessions, and they were regularly provided with a newsletter that kept them 


informed of the things that we were doing with the children. All that these 
efforts accomplished was to cause the teachers who were in favor of Project 
TAG to become more in favor of it and to cause the teachers who resented 


Project TAG to make it even more difficult on the children. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATING TO THE PROBLEM 

From a personal conversation that one of our coordinators had with 
Dr. Dorothy Sisk, Coordinator of Teacher-Training for Gifted Education at 
the University of South Florida in Tampa, it was discovered that their 
program for talented and gifted was also experiencing problems with the’ 
attendance of children. Attendance at their program was also voluntary and 
some of their problems were similar to our problems. No follow-up inves- 
tigation was conducted to determine exactly what ‘problems they faced and 


what attempts were made to solve them. 
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From the results of this study several points that are worthy of _— 
sideration by others who might be involved in developing programs for the 
gifted and talented have been discovered. Some of these points relate to 
programs similar to Project TAG and some of these points relate to any 
program for.the gifted and talented. 

One of the major points is that of public relations. It is essential 
that the children involved. their parents, their teachers, their school 
administrators, and the general public must be kept informed of what is 
taking place and must be provided with the opportunities to become familiar 
with the goals of the program. They must also be provided with opportunities 
to have input into the program itself in terms of developing goals, etc. 

If an effective public relations program is developed and implemented, 
many of the other problems will be solved before they have a chance to ee 

If the program is to be extra-curricular. in nature, careful consider- 
ation must be given to the dates and times chosen to work with the children 
in order to create as little conflict as possible with school related act- 
ivities. 

In an extra-curricular program, if the children were permitted to 
earn either grades or credit that would have value within their own schools, 
the attendance would be better. 

The size of the region being served through the use of an extra-curricular 
program must be carefully considered. If the region is too large and the 
children in the program are widely dispersed, there will almost certainly 
be problems with transportation of the children to and from the center. 

Perhaps the most important consideration is that of what ‘type of 


program is desired. Would it be better to utilize a program which relies 
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program that serves each school by having a special teacher at each school 
who has been specially trained to work with the talented and gifted siudents 
of that school on an individual or small~group basis? Each of these possi- 
bilities, as well as others, is worthy of careful consideration by anyone 
who is involved in developing a program for talented and gifted children. 

If the region is studied wisely and if the proper choices are made at the 


inception of the program, then the problem of attendance as well as many 


PROJECT TALENTED AND GIFTED 
A PACE PROJECT ESBA = TITLE III 


1898 JAMES RIVER TURNPIKE - HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25761 


eee —s e- ci — scanner 
i 
Lewis ML. Wilcex { 
Director 
Telephone 304 -429 -5548 
T0: Group II Experimental Group Project Talented and Gifted 


FROM: PACE Staff 

DATE: September 12, 1975 
SUBJECT: Wednesday Sessions 
Dear TAG Student: 


We note that you did not attend the first scheduled Wednesday session at the 
PACE Center. We need to know if you plan to attend future Wednesday sessions here 
so that we may plan our program accordingly. 

Listed below are a series of statements concerning attendance at the Wednesday 
sessions. Please check the appropriate spaces, sign, and return this letter to 
us in the self-addressed stamped envelope. Thanks for your cooperation in this 
matter. 


A. I plan to attend future Wednesday sessions. _ 
B. I do not plan to attend the Wednesday sessions. _ 
REASONS FOR NOT ATTENDING WEDNESDAY SESSIONS: 


1. Conflict with school activities. _ 


2. Prefer to attend classes at school. 

3. Teachers resent my being excused to attend classes at the PACE Center. 

4. Transportation difficulity. 

5. Problem with making up work missed while attending classes at the PACE 
Center. 

YOUR NAME 
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COSELIVATCR EVALUATION QUESTIONNAIRE 


I. Program 


Til. The School System: Its Relationship and Sunpoy: 


S=5 = ~ 


IV, Parents: Their Role and Support 

V. Resource People 

VI. Materials and Equipment 
VII. Work of Coordinators Outside the Cenrer 
VIII, Staffing 


IX. On-Going Development of the Coordinator 


P 
: at 
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xX. Recommendations 
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APPENDIX 6 
STUDENT OR PARENT OBSERVATION INVENTORY 


Your Name_ Date 


‘Last ‘First. ~~ ~— middle: 

A list of statements is given to your below relative to your or your child's 
participation in Project Talented and Gifted. Please read the statements carefully 
and decide if they are applicable to you. If a statement is applicable to you show 
this by placing a check mark (v) in the First square, if you are not sure it is 
applicable place a check imark in the second square, and if it is not applicable 
place a check mark in the third square. a 


a _ nen 


: . Statement Ives | jnsure | No Comments 


As a result of participating in the programs 
of Project Talented and Gifted, I have 
shown: 


2, Improvement in study habits. 


| 


3, Improvement in school grades. 


nee ae eee pee 
4, Increased interest in hobbies, 0.0.0 J fn Pal ets 


5. A wider range of interests. 


6. Increased ability to carry out projects 
to their completion. 


7, Increased ability to find solutions 
to problems. 


8. Increased ability to come up with many 
possible solutions to problems before 
_ making decisions. 


9, Increased ability to make good decisions 
regarding the course of action to be 
taken to solve a problem. 


TS Poiomont oF TIReptips eo. yi 


‘.  osaatar ariginalily jm creative work. 


a “Yalopment of special talents. 


3, imsrovement in library skills. 


i es ee a ee 


amcvageed ability to get along wiiu 
fo. 3) VS Tasemates and friends). 
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= mnorovement in self-concest. 


cee ee ee eee. 


ee a er w= ome =: 


. BFerevoased self-confidence 


ors ee 


fF vereased abllity tn perferm sce och 
afore A group, 


Greater skill in coping with persc sa’ 
rf rebloms. 


| 


r-ovejyonment of leadership #bilece. 
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